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WE CLAIM: 



A coupon distribution system comprising: 
ohe or more consumer units operated by a consumer, each 
comprising a display monitor, a memory for storing data to be 
displayed\>n the display monitor, a data processing unit 
connected toNthe display monitor and the memory and having 
communication means connectable over a communication medium to at 
least a coupon server, and a user input device to permit a 
consumer to make one or more selections from choices displayed on 
the display monitor ;\and 

a coupon server legated remotely from the one or more 
consumer units and comprising a memory for storing first data 
corresponding to one or more\participating retail outlets, the 
first data including data for \dentifying each of the retail 
outlets by name and inventory ofXgoods offered for sale, and 
second data containing coupon dataVused for generating electronic 
discount coupons for selected goods ,\ and a data processing unit 
having communication means connectableyover the communication 
medium to the at least one consumer uni^v first means responsive 
to a connection with a consumer unit to transmit for display on 
the display monitor of the consumer unit a first file containing 
a list of participating retail outlets which may be individually 
selected by the consumer using the user input device, second 
means responsive to the selection of a retail outlet by the 
consumer to transmit to the consumer unit a second fdle 
containing first data corresponding to the selected retail outlet 

\ 



• 



for display on the display monitor of the consumer unit, the 
second file containing the identity of goods offered for sale by 



the selectea^retail outlet, and the displayed goods being 
individually selectabl^by^the consumer using the user input 
device, and third means responsi>e<to the selection of one or 



display on the display monitor of the consumer unit containing 
second data corresponding to the selected goods, ttie third file 
containing electronic coupons corresponding to one or ifto^e of the 
selected goods. 

2. A coupon distribution system according to claim 1; 
wherein the first means /of the coupon server comprises means for 
acquiring identifying indicia for identifying the geographical 
location of a consumer unit connected thereto, selecting one or 
more participating retail outlets in the vicinity of the consumer 
unit, and downloading for display on the display monitor of the 
consumer unit the /first file containing a list of the selected 
retail outlets. / 

3. A coufcjon/ distribution system according to claim 2; 
wherein the communication medium comprises a public telephone 
network, and the means for acquiring identifying indicia 
comprises means for acquiring Caller ID data to identify the 
geographical/ location of the consumer unit. 




more items of goods by the consumer to 




nsmit a third file for 
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4. A coupon distribution system according to claim 2; 
wherein the means for acquiring identifying indicia comprises 
means for transmitting a file tp the consumer unit containing a 
form requesting the consumer tjb identify the geographical 
location of the consumer unit 



5. A coupon distribution system according to claim 1; 
further comprising a hardcopy apparatus for producing a hardcopy 
of electronic coupons transmitted to the consumer unit. 
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6. A coupon distribution system according to claim 5; 
wherein the hardcopy Apparatus comprises a printer connected to a 
consumer unit, 

7. A coupon distribution system according to claim 1; 
further comprising a point-of-sale unit located in a 
participating retail outlet and comprising a display monitor, a 
memory for storing data to be displayed on the display monitor, a 
data processing unit connected to the display monitor and the 
memory and haying communication means connectable over a 
communication medium to the coupon server, a user input device to 
permit a consumer to make one or more selections from choices 
displayed on the display monitor, and a hardcopy apparatus for 
producing /a hardcopy of electronic coupons. 



^ 8 " A coupon distributi 

wherein the coupon server is 



system according to claim 7; 
Located remotely from the point-of- 
sale unit, and further comprises fourth means for transmitting to 
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the point-of-sale unit a fourth file containing the identity of 
goods offered for sale by the retail /outlet at which the point- 
of-sale unit is located, the goods yoeing individually selectable 
by the consumer using the user irafput device; wherein the third 
means of the coupon server is Responsive to the selection of one 
or more items of goods by the consumer to transmit the third file 
for display on the display/monitor of the point-of-sale unit 
containing second data corresponding to the selected goods, the 
third file containing electronic coupons corresponding to one or 
more of the selectedygoods. 



s9. A coupon distribution system according to claim 1; 
whereiirsthe first data corresponding to the plurality of 
participatriKj retail outlets stored in the memory of the coupon 
server furtherN^omprises data representative of the physical 
layout of the participating retail outlets indicating the 
location of the goods offered for sale. 



10. A coupon distributiar^system according to claim 9; 
:wherein the coupon server further cc^it^rises fifth means 
responsive to the selection of one or mqre items of goods by the 
consumer to transmit a fifth file for disp^y on the display 
monitor of the consumer unit containing data identifying the 
location in the selected retail outlet of the good^ selected by 
the consumer. 
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11. A coupon distribution system according to claim 1; 
wherein the second file contains graphical data for displaying a 
representation of the physical layout of the goods in the 
selected retail outlet/ 

12. A coupon ^distribution system according to claim 1; 
wherein the one or more consumer units comprise client computers 
on a network, //-w 

/0 

13. k coupon distribution system according to claim 1; 
wherein the coupon server comprises an Internet host computer. 
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